
 
 

 
HAMILTON TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Summer Reading 2020 
(Incoming) 6th Grade 

 
 

Summer reading affords students the opportunity to enjoy books in a relaxed and leisurely 
setting. Numerous studies also indicate that students who read regularly during summer vacation are 
able to maintain their reading levels. To avoid the “summer slide,” students are encouraged to 
independently read numerous fiction and nonfiction texts. Additionally, all rising 6th graders will be 
required to complete the summer reading assignment listed below. 

 
 

A list of recommended books for incoming sixth grade students can be found on the next page. 
The novels touch on a variety of themes, genres, and interests. Given this wide assortment, students are 
encouraged to take the time to select a book that appeals to their particular interests.  

 
**If you are unable to obtain access to any of these titles, you may choose an alternative, 

grade-level appropriate book.  If you are looking for an audiobook or ebook, click here for a list of 
websites where you will find a wide assortment of free and low cost titles.  

 
 

********************************************** 
 
 

Assignment 
 
Please choose one selection from the list on page 2 or an alternative title.  After reading the book, 

please answer the questions included on the graphic organizer located on page 3 of this packet. Be sure 
to include details from the text in each of your answers! 

 
 

Responses should be written in complete sentences. Please bring the completed graphic 
organizer to your ELA class when you return to school in September (subject to change pending school 
reopening guidance from the NJ Department of Education).  You may use your responses to complete a 
writing prompt that will be administered during the first week of school. It will receive an individual 
practice grade.  

 
  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RwWR72v4UvUm7JRZeGgZF8fX99dkkEx8O7xESdizl1w/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

Summer Booklist - 6th Grade  
 

Al Capone Does My Shirts  
by Gennifer Choldenko 

Moose Flanagan moves with his family to Alcatraz so his dad 
can work as a prison guard and his sister, Natalie, can attend 
a special school. Natalie has autism, and she's denied 
admittance to the school. When Moose meets Piper, the cute 
daughter of the Warden, he knows right off she's trouble, but 
she's also strangely irresistible. All Moose wants to do is 
protect Natalie, live up to his parents' expectations, and stay 
out of trouble. But on Alcatraz, trouble is never very far away. 

Historical 
Fiction 

Gregor the Overlander 
By Suzanne Collins 

When Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry room of his 
apartment building, he hurtles into the dark Underland. This 
world is on the brink of war, and Gregor's arrival is no 
accident. A prophecy foretells that Gregor has a role to play 
in the Underland's uncertain future. Gregor wants no part of it 
until he realizes it's the only way to solve the mystery of his 
father's disappearance.  

Mystery/ 
Suspense/ 
Fantasy 

Almost Home 
By Joan Bauer 

When twelve-year-old Sugar's grandfather dies and her 
gambling father takes off yet again, Sugar and her mother 
lose their home in Missouri. They head to Chicago for a fresh 
start, only to discover that fresh starts aren't so easy to come 
by for the homeless. Nevertheless, Sugar's mother has 
taught her to be grateful no matter what, so Sugar does her 
best.  

Realistic 
Fiction 

Ninth Ward  
By Jewell Parker Rhodes 

Twelve-year-old Lanesha lives in a tight-knit community in 
New Orleans' Ninth Ward. She doesn't have a fancy house 
or lots of friends. What she does have is Mama Ya-Ya, her 
fiercely loving caretaker, who is able to predict the future. So, 
when Mama Ya-Ya's visions show a powerful hurricane fast 
approaching, it's up to Lanesha to call upon the hope and 
strength Mama Ya-Ya has given her to help them both 
survive. 

Historical 
Fiction 

Middle School: The Worst 
Years of my Life  
By James Patterson 

Rafe has enough problems at home without throwing his first 
year of middle school into the mix. Lucky for Rafe, he's got a 
foolproof plan for the best year ever, if only he can pull it off. 
Rafe tries to break every rule in his school's oppressive Code 
of Conduct. When Rafe's game starts to catch up with him, 
he'll have to decide if winning is all that matters, or if he's 
finally ready to face the truths he's been avoiding. 

Graphic 
Novel/ 
Comedy 

The Hypnotists 
By Gordon Korman 

Is it a gift . . . or is it a curse? Jax Opus can use his 
color-changing eyes to make people do things they don't 
want to do. At first, Jax doesn't know what he's doing -- 
temporarily hypnotizing friends, foes, and strangers. But then 
his power pushes things way too far, and his secret isn't a 
secret any longer. 

Science 
Fiction/ 
Fantasy 

Freak the Mighty 
By Rodman Philbrick 

A brilliant, emotionally charged novel about two boys. One is 
a slow learner, too large for his age, and the other is a tiny, 
disabled genius. The two pair up to create one formidable 
human force known as "Freak the Mighty.” 

Young 
Adult/ 
Coming of 
Age 

 
  



 
 

 
 

HTSD 6th Grade Summer Assignment - 2020 
 

Name:____________________________________  Please be sure to write in complete sentences. 
 

What is the title of the book and who is the author? (Underline or italicize the name of the book.) 

 

Describe the setting (where and when the story took place).  If there is more than one setting, choose 
the main setting.  
 
 
 
 

Describe the main character’s personality. Include at least two adjectives with supporting text evidence 
for each. 
 

Adjective 1: _________________  
Text Evidence: 
 
 
 
 
Adjective 2: _________________ 
Text Evidence: 
 
 
 
 

Name one other character and describe his or her role in the story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Explain the major conflict in the story. How was it resolved? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you like the ending? Why or why not? How might you change it? 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 


